
VCE English Unit 1 
Week 1 

Overview of English Year 11 Units 1 & 2 
 

Area of Study 1: Reading & Responding 
Reading text: George Orwell’s “Nineteen eighty-four”  

Predicting text: Larry Watson’s “Montana 1948” (prologue) 
 

HOMEWORK BONUS MATERIAL:  
Revision Worksheets Week 1 of 4 

Audience & purpose 
Formal/informal language and tone 

Solutions from last week’s revision worksheet 

Each week, there’s a cover
sheet that outlines what 
the week’s topics will be



What you need to know about VCE English Units 1 & 2 
 
 
This sequence of study is undertaken in year 11 and studied over two semesters in one academic year. The 
NQT VCE English programme seeks to prepare you for what you may study in English and equip you with 
the appropriate skills required in English Units 1 & 2 as well as prepare you for year 12 English study. 
 

Overview of English Units 1 & 2 
English students 
You will read and study at least four set texts. The texts are selected by your school.  
 
For the achievement of Outcome 1 in each unit, you will read and study at least one set text. For the achievement 
of Outcome 2 in each unit, you will read and study at least one set text or its equivalent in a collection of shorter set 
texts. At least one set text in each unit should be an imaginative print text such as a novel, a play or a collection of 
short stories or poetry. 
 
At least one of the set texts may be a �lm text. At least one of the set texts must be by an Australian or about 
Australians. 
 
Unit 1 
The focus of this unit is on the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasive texts, in order to 
comprehend, appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts are constructed and interpreted. You will develop 
competence and con�dence in creating written, oral and multimodal texts.  
 
Unit 2 
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding to an expanded range of text types and genres in order to 
analyse ways in which they are constructed and interpreted, and on the development of competence and 
con�dence in creating written, oral or multimodal texts. The term ‘set text’ refers to texts chosen by the school for 
the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
The ways in which your work in Units 1 & 2 English are assessed will be up to your school and this is usually in the 
form of school assessed tasks which are graded, as well as possible end of semester examinations internally 
assessed using year 12 English criteria.  
 
List the texts you are studying in English in Unit 1 and/or 2: 
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At the commencement of each
semester, there’s an outline

of the Unit’s key areas of study, 
as in line with VCAA Study Designs.



Area of Study 1 – Reading and responding 
 

Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss and analyse how texts convey ways of thinking 
about the characters, ideas and themes, and construct a response in oral or written form.  
 
 
There is NO set text list that students studying VCE English Units 1 & 2 must study (unlike in year 12 where Unit 3 & 
4 texts are prescribed by VCAA). However, all year 11 texts are usually chosen from former year 12 book lists – this is 
done to prepare you for the types of texts and exam questions you’re likely to encounter in units 3 & 4. The 
following list of English texts are popular ones studied across Victorian schools and you are likely to be studying at least 
one of these at your school. Throughout the year, NQT will focus on some of these texts:  
 

• Gattaca (�lm) 
• Girl with a Pearl Earring (book) 
• The Longest Memory (book) 
• Macbeth (play) 
• Montana 1948 (book) 
• Othello (play) 
• Romulus, My Father (memoir/book) 
• Stolen (book) 
 

• What’s Eating Gilbert Grape (�lm) 
• The Wife of Martin Guerre (book) 
• Hard Times (book) 
• Nineteen Eighty-Four (book) 
• A Man for All Seasons (play) 
• Look Both Ways (�lm) 
• Into Thin Air (book) 
 

 

Task 1: Reading Text 
The following reading text is designed to evaluate your general comprehension skills. The test is based on the �rst 
few pages of George Orwell’s famous book, Nineteen Eighty-four. The term “Big Brother” actually originated from 
this seminal text and Nineteen Eighty-four is a popular text for study for year 11 students. Read the following extract 
and answer the questions. Your tutor will then go through the answers as a class – see how you score. 
 
Before you commence reading, you will need to understand the de�nitions of the following words – you 
may need a dictionary to �nd the de�nitions of some of these words: 
a) vile  

b) pig-iron  

c) meagre   

d) sanguine(of complexion)  

e) a bluebottle  

f) simultaneously   

g) scrutinise  

h) sordid  

i) tableaux  

j) unintelligible  
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There are a variety of tasks to complete each week and they could be related to reading 
texts that are popular in schools. It is not imperative that the sheets use texts ALL 

students may study as the skills being developed will translate to ANY text.
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Montana 1948 – Predicting what will happen in a text 
Montana 1948 by Larry Watson is a popular English text studied in year 11. The novel focuses on the life of young boy 
named David Hayden, his family and the �ctional town of Bentrock, Montana, and focuses on the struggles of a family 
torn between loyalty and justice. The questions that follow test your speculation skills in predicting what will 
happen in the text. Your tutor will help you guide you through the questions and responses.  
 

 

The VCE English worksheets
provide samples/excerpts from 

current VCE English texts to give 
students taster of real texts & tasks.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montana
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Questions 
1. How old is the narrator? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. How do the memories from 1948 exist in the mind of the narrator? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3. David Hayden’s �ashbacks in the prologue forebode a dramatic start to the novel. How does Watson use 

language to create this feeling?    
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 <<<< SAMPLE QUESTIONS ONLY >>>> 

 

NEXT WEEK: We will be recapping poetic techniques and analysing a poem using 

knowledge of literary devices. 

As NQT English worksheets feature real life 
VCE texts, the comprehension questions are 

designed to test your understandng and 
develop your skills.
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HOMEWORK – BONUS MATERIAL: To best prepare you for year 11 English 
studies, in the next 4 weeks, NQT has provided extra revision worksheets 

for you to complete on your own to help hone your skills! 
Checking understanding: Audience 

Q1. For each sentence, circle the word which best describes the audience it is aimed at. 
  

a) “Do you yearn for a simpler, more reliable way of managing your �nances?” 
 

Children   / adults 

b) “When buying a used car, try to get as much information from the dealer as 
you can.” 

Experts   /  novices 

c) “China is one of the fastest growing economies in the world.” Tourists  /  business people 
 
Q2. For each of the extracts below, write down the type of audience you think it is intended for, and 

brie�y explain how you know.  
a) “This position requires a �exible approach and a ‘can-do’ attitude.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) Before applying for a course, do plenty of research on the institution and its reputation.” 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Q3.  What sort of people would you expect to read an article from these publications? 

a) The Rough Guide to Turkey  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) The Financial Review (newspaper) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) The Big Book of Card Games 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Q4. Read the text below and answer the question underneath.   
(MINI ESSAY QUESTION – Write in your exercise books) 

 
How does the advertisement aim to appeal directly to younger readers? Look at: 
• The language used 
• The content of the advertisement 
• The font styles and presentation used 

There are also bonus
activities designed to 

refresh your English skills!


